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Omar al-Bashir took control of Sudan in a coup in 1989 and has ruled as a dictator since. In 2003

the Islamist government backed Janjaweed militias in attacking minority tribes (largely Christian and

animist) in the Darfur region of Sudan, where 300,000 have died and 5 million have been displaced.

In 2008 The International Criminal Court accused al-Bashir of genocide.
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Grade 10 UpÃ¢â‚¬â€•Students who have heard about Darfur in the popular media might be

interested to learn more about the complex history of the country and its current political situation.

Bashir took control of Sudan in a 1989 coup and has been working to establish an Islamist state

throughout the country, a movement that began in the late 1970s. The imposition of Sharia law onto

the largely non-Muslim south escalated tensions, and the south waged a civil war that lasted until

2002. Altogether, this is a useful and up-to-date look at an ongoing dictatorship. Chapters are

organized into different aspects of the regime rather than being in strict chronological order.

Photographs are well chosen, and sidebars give readers some background on issues such as

Islamism, Sharia, and the Lost Boys of Sudan. Useful for current events

collections.Ã¢â‚¬â€•Rebecca Donnelly, Loma Colorado Public Library, Rio Rancho, NM END

Diana Childress lives in New York City. She was born in Mexico and grew up in Texas. She has a

Ph.D. in Medieval English literature and has taught college-level classes and has been a school



librarian. She is also the author of The War of 1812, George H.W. Bush, Marco Polo's Journey to

China, and Augusto Pinochet's Chile.
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